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difference between psychical and naturalistic causation, using,
as he did, mechanical causality synonymously with causality
at large. Now the concept of matter which governs natural
philosophy gives to the notion of cause as applied to nature
a peculiar character that is foreign to its more universal
logical significance. For the principle of constancy, inti-
mately connected with the idea of matter, involves certain
laws which govern all cases of natural causality, and may
really be regarded as corollaries of the law of causation in
this realm. For example, there are the laws of conservation,
in accordance with which the principle of the constancy of
matter is manifested in the processes of nature; and, most
important of all, there is the principle of the equivalence
of cause and effect

Now the notion of material substance, which is an aid to
our knowledge of natural processes, has no meaning what-
ever when we come to consider the activities of knowledge
and will. But if we insist on transferring the concepts of
energy and force into the psychical realm, all the empirical
facts of individual psychical development teach us that the
fundamental law here is the direct opposite of the principle
of equivalence. It is the law of increasing psychical energy;
and it means, in its application to the will, that while the
effects of voluntary acts are always determined by definite
psychical causes, they are not already contained in such
causes. We really assume this position whenever we pass
judgment on the consequences of volition, a fact that is
especially evident when we are dealing with the higher
order of intellectual creations. No one would hesitate to
explain a poetical work by referring to the conditions under
which the poet lives, thinks, and has developed. On the
other hand, no one would defend the absurd supposition that
the final result of intellectual activity in such a case is the
quantitative equivalent of these conditions; as, for example,